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Dear Camp Families,  

As the start of summer camp at Ingersoll nears, we are continually uplifted and reassured by the support 
of our Camp Family. We apologize that this document gets longer and longer, but we want to ensure 
everyone is receiving the latest information. New information is in red font. If this is your first time 
receiving this update, please be sure to read this document in its entirety.  

We want to thank all of our Outdoor Center Members for their patience as well. Currently, Y families can 
visit the grounds, but only Outdoor Center (OC) Members may use the waterfront (swimming and 
boating) when it opens. We were hoping to open this weekend, but unfortunately, our water testing 
cannot be completed until this Tuesday. The waterfront at the Outdoor Center will open June 13th for 
OC families. If you are interested in the OC membership please read through all of the information here: 
OC Membership. Thank you for your patience while we make sure we are prepared to offer families a 
safe and enjoyable recreation experience!  

As we near the start of summer, more questions are being asked about the daily structure of camp 
during this pandemic. As you read below, there are some general answers about increased cleaning and 
sanitation procedures, but we thought briefly describing some fundamentals of the camp day will be 
beneficial. 

 All staff will be wearing masks throughout the day, but they are not required for campers. 

 Campers will be dropped off and picked up in the two locations listed below, at their designated 
times. Camper group locations will be painted on the ground. There will be walking lanes 
marked with flags in the grounds. We will ask that all parents stay in their cars to the greatest 
extent possible.  

 After all attendance is completed, groups may leave the pickup/drop off area.  

 Campers will travel with their counselor throughout the entire day. Whenever possible, 
Specialty area and leadership staff will be interacting with staff and counselors from a distance 
of at least 6ft. Therefore, each group’s counselor will be the only staff regularly interacting with 
your campers within 6 ft. Exceptions to this distancing policy will include any safety or 
emergency situation where the health of the camper, other campers, or staff is at risk.  

 The camp day consists of 8 official periods. Each period is 45 minutes and the first period begins 
at 9:30. Because of our staggered arrival times, some groups will have extra time at the 
beginning of the day, while other groups will have extra time at the end of the day. 

 Each group will have one specialty area a day (ropes, nature, boating, A&C, Archery). There will 
only be one group at a time at any specialty area. All equipment and surfaces (tables, boats, 
etc.) will be sanitized with a bleach solution in-between each group’s use.  

 Lunches will be stored in buckets as opposed to open lunch crates. Once closed and sealed, 
buckets will be sanitized and transported to our cooler at the Long House. We ask that parents 
use soft lunch boxes (or paper bags) to pack lunches.   One staff will be assigned to pass out all 
lunches to the counselors in the afternoon.  

 Each group will have one period of swimming a day. There will be assigned changing stalls for 
each group. Lifeguards will not wear masks but will maintain a 6ft distance from campers 
whenever possible. Swim instruction will not be in the style of classic lessons. Our lifeguards will 
lead games and engaging activities to get campers comfortable in the water while teaching life 
saving water skills! 

https://www.campingersoll.org/outdoor-center
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 Counselor planned activities will include active games, teambuilding, literacy, crafts, nature skills 
and more. One aspect of camp will not change, and that is our devotion to intentionally utilizing 
all of our activity areas and our professional role models to teach skills, build relationships, and 
make memories!   

We hope this brief sharing of some of the basic information assists your family in preparing for this 
summer at Ingersoll, or at least in making the decision if camp is appropriate for your family this year! 

As always, if you have any questions please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are doing our best to 
return calls and messages as quickly as possible and we will continue to try to improve our response 
time. Thank you for your patience as we adjust registrations and prepare for the upcoming summer! 

What We know: 

 We will not be running a camp program for Wee Wonders and Kiddy Campers during a rainy day. 

All other camp programs will run. Designated spaces are reserved for our youngest campers. In 

staying consistent to our commitment to ensuring the safety of our campers, we cannot guarantee 

that our youngest populations will be able to stay separated in their designated spaces for an 8 hr 

camp day (during inclement weather). We have more than adequate space for periods of rain, but 

we do not feel it is sufficient for the needs of an all-day rainy day with our youngest campers. We 

will notify all families with campers in our Wee Wonder and Kiddy Camp groups by 7pm the night 

before. We will only call a cancellation if the prediction is for heavy precipitation for the majority of 

the day. Wee Wonder and Kiddy Campers will receive a pro-rated refund for the missed day. This 

refund will be factored into remaining monthly payments, or issued in a check at the end of the 

summer. For all other campers, each group will have an assigned rainy day location. Counselors will 

have specific rainy day activities planned and they will be prepared to engage campers for as long as 

necessary!  

 Our first day of camp will be June 22 per the updated Memo 18 issued by the OEC. This is the 

original date of session 1.  

 All camp families will be required to sign waiver created with the assistance of the Office of Early 

Childhood (OEC) to attend camp. This waiver will be completed next week and will state that we, at 

Camp Ingersoll, will follow all the guidelines provided by the OEC, but even when doing so there is 

still risk associated with attending camp during these times. This will be sent to families next week. 

 The deadline to cancel your Session 1 registration for a full refund is this weekend.  

 Group assignments, drop off times, and specific policies will be communicated to families by the 

end of next week. 

 We will not be able to run the following programs or options: 

o Daily Bussing will not be available. We will not be transporting any campers to and from 

camp. 

o Before and After Care in our traditional form: 7-9am & 4-6pm (see below for more info). 

o Session One: Flash Camp 1, Soccer, STEAM, Basketball. 

o Session Two: Soccer, Basketball, Ingersoll Adventurers 

o Session Three: STEAM, All Aqua 

o Session Four: Parkour, Dance, Fort Building. 
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o All Summer: Back to Basics: Adventure Camping, Campfire Cooking, Olders Adventure, 

Film. 

o We will not have a Lake Compounce Field Trip for our Olders program CIO1 or CIO2.  

o Fishing will no longer be a travel camp. They will stay on camp grounds throughout the 

session and the price will change to reflect a non-travel specialty camp. 

o Only Horseback and Parkour will leave camp grounds. All other field trips have been 

removed from specialty camp programs (ie: hiking at state parks or canoeing on the 

Farmington River). 

 Each group will go swimming once a day. 50% of swim time will be devoted to skill based activities 

and learning. The remaining 50% will be free swim. Campers who do not wish to swim will have a 

designated space on the beach with activities led by waterfront staff. 

 Drop Off and Pick Up will have staggered times based on your camper’s group. We will have four 

pick up and drop off time periods: 8:30/3:30, 8:45/3:45, 9:00/4:00, 9:15/4:15. Drop off / pick up 

locations will be located on the soccer fields and parallel to the basketball courts. Some parents 

have requested drop off times. We cannot guarantee a drop off time at this point. We aim to start 

placing campers in their individual groups next week. Upon completion, we will give parents their 

drop off times. If you have any questions or concerns at that time please email Ben Silliman at 

bsilliman@midymca.org, with the subject line “Drop Off Time”. Our goal is to create a procedure 

where cars are never crossing, campers can complete health screenings and temperature checks 

efficiently, and groups are spread out so campers can walk to them safely.   

 Thank you for staying patient this week while we adjust our extended day program. We will begin 

open enrollment for the extended day groups on Tuesday, June 9th. If you are interested, please 

contact Helen Peaslee ASAP (hpeaslee@midymca.org / 860-342-2267 x2) on Tuesday. Families that 

were already registered for AM or PM Care will have priority until Tuesday. Please read the notes 

below for some basic information about the extended day and your invoice: 

o The cost for the extended day program is $100.  
o The extended day is only available in traditional camps. If your camper/s are enrolled in 

a specialty camp, they will not be able to participate in the extended day (Please note 
that we cannot make exceptions in this. If one child is in a Specialty Camp and the other 
is in Traditional Camp, they will not both be able to attend the extended day. We 
understand this will may make for difficult decisions, but we have to keep campers in 
the same group all day and this is not possible with a specialty camp extended day).  

o The extended day runs from 8am – 5pm. Drop off will be at 8am and pick up will be at 
5pm. These are set times. It will not be a roll in drop off or pick up as it has been in 
previous years. 

o Each group will have a specific drop off and pick up location.  
o As with any program, registration does not guarantee that we will run this program. We 

anticipate that most of these extended day groups will run and be full. However, if we 
do not reach the appropriate numbers, we cannot run the extended day for that age 
group. We will confirm the extended day will run by Friday, June 12 at the latest.  

mailto:bsilliman@midymca.org
mailto:hpeaslee@midymca.org
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 Olders Camp (CIO1 and CIO2) groups will be structured similar to our younger traditional camps. 

Olders Campers will be assigned groups prior to starting their session. They will travel with their 

group and counselor throughout the entire day.   

 Please let us know if you plan on carpooling with campers in the same age group. We will try to 

group campers in the same groups if they arrive together.   

Cancellation Policy: 

 Based on feedback (thank you) and an evaluation of the current climate we are adjusting our full 

refund cancellation date (including deposit) to two weeks, 14 days, before your camp session starts. 

 With the situation continuing to change, we want to give parents the flexibility to make decisions 

that are best for their family, while also allowing us to adjust programs and staffing needs. Instead 

of constantly shifting a specific date, you will get a full refund (including deposit) as long as you 

notify camp of a cancellation 14 days prior to your session start date). 

 Please email Helen Peaslee (hpeaslee@midymca.org), Camp Registrar, to request that your 

camper’s registration be canceled. Please include your camper’s name/s and if you would like a 

camp credit, refund check, or you would like to donate your payment to Camp Ingersoll. Please feel 

free to follow up with a phone call if you have any questions. 

Refunds: If portions of your camp programs are canceled, we will move prior payments to cover the 
balance of additional sessions. If family balances have already been paid in full, families have 3 options. 

 Families may donate their registration costs as a tax-deductible gift to Camp Ingersoll. This generous 

action allows us to continue to support the community today and strengthens the future of our 

organization. 

 Families may apply registrations costs as a credit for summer 2021 

 Families may receive a refund payment via check (refunds through credit card include a $25 bank 

fee). Please allow up to 6-8 weeks to process.  

We understand that every family is different and just ask that if possible, families consider the impact 
that the Y and Camp has on our community and how to support the future of the organization. 

Camp Policies/Procedures: 

 The max group size will be 10 campers. 

o Groups of campers will be required to practice social distancing from other groups of campers. 

 New cleaning policies will be put into place to ensure surfaces and areas are sanitized between 

usages, per guidelines put forth by the OEC.  

 Full refunds will be given to all camp families in the event of their registered programs being 

cancelled during the summer (see above for refund options). 

 Campers that are prohibited, by camp leadership, from attending their registered programs as a 

result of an updated Camp Corona Virus Policy will be given full refunds for the time not attended 

(see above for refund options). 
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 All balances (not including families participating in our automatic draft) must be paid in full by July 

1st. Our standard date is June 1st, but we have pushed it back a month.  

 To limit Cross Connections between groups we are preparing to keep campers attending more than 

one session together as much as possible.  
 We will be issuing detailed updated policies and videos to introduce parents and campers to our 

adapted procedures. 

o We are aware that the transition into camp this summer may be challenging for some campers. 

o We are preparing to offer resources to help campers acclimate to a new environment and new 

expectations before arriving at camp.  

 We will be reserving time on Fridays for family tours of camp.  

o We understand there are many new families that would like to look at camp and have some 

more information about the camp day. These tours will take families to the main parts of camp 

while sharing information about programing, policies, and camp in general. 

o These tours will be geared towards new families who have not been to camp. We will not be 

sharing any new information that is not available to all camp families regarding Covid-19 

policies. 

What can we do now? 

 We have daily resources that are out on Facebook under CampIngersoll:  

o We start our day with “Wake up with Camp” which is modeled after our daily opening 

ceremonies. These start at 8am on Facebook live and are also posted as videos. We have 

continued our tradition of Pie in the Face Fridays, and families can vote who should receive the 

pie starting on Wednesdays. 

o Tuesdays are for trivia, which is posted around 12pm. 

o Thursdays are Think Art Thursdays, which include a link to some great artistic videos for kids! 

o Stephanie closes the week with a thought provoking Fun Fact Friday posted midday! 

o Coach Emerson’s Youth Sports Updates are posted every Saturday before 12pm and focus on 

getting your young campers outside and active! 

 Come out to camp and spend time with you family. The Outdoor Center is now open to all YMCA 

and Camp Families during this state of emergency. Once we get back to a sense of normal, families 

will be required to purchase their Outdoor Center Membership for the year. In the meantime, hike, 

ride bikes (with helmets), fish (please stay on the beach not the docks), have a picnic, search for 

wildlife (we have spotted bald eagles recently, and there are always red tail hawks, owls, and more), 

and have fun (while also maintaining appropriate social distancing from other families please).  

 Stay in touch! Please be sure to check you emails, if you have any questions or concerns email or call 

us. We would love to hear from you! 

We understand that every family is working through these times the best they can. We are here to 
support and are doing all we can to be prepared for the best summer ever, whatever that looks like. 
Thank you for your patience and support and we hope to see you soon at YMCA Camp Ingersoll. 

Stay safe, make the best out of our current opportunities, and have a great day! 
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Benjamin Silliman 
YMCA Camp Ingersoll Director 
860-342-2267 
bsilliman@midymca.org 
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